
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 21st June 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   D Gale






   "   Mrs I Gautier-Groom






   "   A Goss






   "   J Gurney






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman

together with Mrs M Baker, Headteacher of Sandy Upper School and Sports College, Mr J Pagliaro, Consultant and Mr S MacQueen from the Football Association

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Frood, McMurdo and Wheatley.

2.  VERBAL REPORT FROM INSPECTOR J MARIES


(28/04)

Inspector Maries did not attend, it was hoped that he would be able to attend the next meeting of the Council.

3.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(29/04)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Gautier-Groom
Planning Application
   04/00816/FULL
Applicant is a neighbour.

(Did not speak or vote)

Cllr Osborne

Planning Application     04/00988/FULL
Applicant is a personal









friend (Did not speak or vote)

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under to be transacted under Agenda item12.

Cllrs P Blaine
C. Osborne

        R Downing
M Pettitt

        D Gale
M Scott

        J Gurney

       M McMurdo

4. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS 



(30/04)

There were none.

5.  CO-OPTION TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY ON SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (31/04)

The details of the two applicants were received and considered. 

RESOLVED: (a)That Mr G White be appointed to fill the casual vacancy.

(b) That both applicants be advised of this decision in writing and that the unsuccessful applicant be informed that should the situation arise in the future the Council would welcome a further application from him.

6.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (32/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (33/04)

11.5.04
Chaired an Open Meeting in Biggleswade concerning the Biggleswade 


Skatepark.

13.5.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Annual Mayor Making Meeting of 


Huntingdon District Council.

15.5.04
Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Flitwick's Italian Night at the Rufus 


Centre (Italian meal and concert by the Symphonia Academica).

16.5.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 'Granting Freedom of the Town of St


Ives' ceremony to the Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets.

18.5.04
With the Mayoress attended the Sandy 22 ATC Squadron and presented a 


cheque, from the Mayor's Charity, for their mini-bus appeal.

22.5.04
Attended with the Mayoress the judging of the Sandy Summer Festival's Prince 


and Princess competition.

28.5.04
With the Mayoress, welcomed the Twinning Party from Malaunay at a 


Twinning Reception held in the Council Chamber.  Several other Councillors 


involved in the Twinning Committee were also present.

29.5.04
Attended the Twinning Committee's Swimming Gala at the Saxon Pool, 


Biggleswade.

05.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Heydon Grange Golf Club and 


presented a cheque from the Mayor's Charity, to the East Anglia Air Ambulance.

06.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress, attended the    Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council's end of term luncheon.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONT)

06.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress, the Sandy 


R.B.L. D-Day Barbecue at the Queen's Head Public House.

09.6.04
With Cllrs Gale and Aldis attended the first meeting of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

15.6.04
Hosted a meeting of the Primary Healthcare Trust with local Town and Parish 


Councils at 10 Cambridge Road.

19.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress the judging of the procession floats for the Sandy Summer Festival and rode in the Festival Procession.

20.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended The Pasque Charity's Mid-Summer Show


at Barnfield College, Luton.

20.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress the Army


Benevolent Fund (Bedfordshire Committee) Reception at Toddington Manor.

DEPUTY MAYOR 

13.6.04              Attended with the Deputy Mayoress the Mayor of St Neots' Civic Service.

The Mayor commented that Cllrs Blaine and Downing had also attended the Primary Care Trust meeting on 15.6.04.  He had also produced some interesting statistics about the number of engagements the Mayor was invited to.  During the course of the last year he had been invited to 158 events and had attended 95 with the Deputy Mayor attending a further 15 on his behalf (54 of the 56 events in Sandy had been attended).

RESOLVED: (a) That the Town Council would send a letter of thanks to the Sandy Summer Festival Committee for all their efforts over the recent weekend.

(b) That the Town Council send a letter of congratulations to Police Officer Mark Harrison and MBDC Councillor Pat Turner on the award of the MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (34/04)

(a)  Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 10th May 2004
RESOLVED: That the minutes which had been previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING - SEE ITEM 9
(b)  Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th May 2004

RESOLVED: That the minutes which had been previously circulated be received and approved as a correct record.

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

MATTERS ARISING - There were none.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (CONT) 

(c)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 17th May 2004.

RESOLVED: That the minutes which had been previously circulated be received and approved as a correct record.

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

MATTERS ARISING - There were none.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 24th May 2004.

RESOLVED:  That the minutes which had been previously circulated be received and approved as a correct record.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

RESOLVED:  (a) That in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act of 1972, the Town Council make a grant of £15,000.00 to the Town Centre Enhancement Project, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

(b) That the proposed grant will only be released should the final estimates for the project still indicate that there is a shortfall on the total budget and on the condition that the grant is not to be used in connection with the capital works but rather on street furniture and additional features.

(c) That the grant be funded from Interest received on the Capital Account
MATTERS ARISING - There were none.

9.  MATTERS ARISING (35/04)

(a)  "The Riddy" Local Nature Reserve - Approval of Byelaws (8.12.03) (69/03).

Still awaiting signature by the Secretary. The Deputy Clerk informed the meeting that two sets of further information had been sent to DEFRA but there was still no final decision.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(b)  Action Point Service - Re-organisation (1.3.04) (100/03)

Further letter sent to Mr D Wilkinson, Chief Executive, Bedfordshire County Council.

A reply had been received on 26.5.04, this had been previously circulated. 

RESOLVED:  (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That Council accept Mr Wilkinson's offer to re-look into the re-instatement of the Action Point.

9.  MATTERS ARISING (CONT)

 (iii) That the Clerk be requested to obtain figures as to the cost of re-instating the Action Point.

(c)  Parking on Grass Verges and Footways (10.5.04) (4/04)

Letters sent to M.B.D.C., County Council and Police 14.5.04.  Replies were received from M.B.D.C. and County Council on 27.5.04, these were previously circulated. A reply from the Police had been received on 12th June and circulated with the agenda.

The replies from Mid Beds District Council and Bedfordshire County Council indicate that "their authorities have no powers to act in respect of this matter and it is entirely to the police to deal with".  It is suggested that in the event of persistent problems in a specific area the elector making the complaint contact PC Jacky Johnson in the Traffic Division at Kempston who has taken action on previous similar complaints.
RESOLVED: (i) To publicise the issue in the Town Council Newsletter, Sandy News.


(ii) To consider the matter further when Inspector Maries attends a meeting of the Council.


(d)  Action for Market Towns Convention 23rd to 25th September 2004 (10.5.04) (20/04)

Cllr Blaine is to attend the Convention.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and thanks be extended to Cllr Blaine for attending the Convention.

10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (36/04)

(a) The Mayor reported on the meeting of the Primary Care Trust which took place on 15.6.04.  Of particular interest to Sandy was the information that the town was fourth on the list for replacement of the health centre with a larger facility. The Trust also indicated that it was no longer interested in expanding the current health centre, they would prefer a new building.


(b) Cllr Pettitt reported that St Swithun's Lower School was facing particularly challenging circumstances at the moment.  The Headteacher and two other members of staff were leaving and the Deputy Headteacher was currently on long term sick leave.

(c) Cllr Aldis reminded members that they had made a commitment to staff three Saturday morning surgeries and asked for volunteers.

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (37/04)

(1)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 30.04.04 and from 01.05.04 to 31.05.04

RESOLVED: That the list of receipts and payments for April and May 2004, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(2)  October Meeting of Council

Both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be away from the town on the date of the October meeting of the Council, 25th October, they have suggested that the date be amended to 18th October 2004.

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (CONT)

RESOLVED: (a) That Standing Order A3 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council be suspended and:

(b) The Town Council shall meet on 18th October 2004.

(3)  Sandy and District Community Safety Group

Sandy has now established a Community Safety Group with Mr Richard Barlow as its Acting Chairman. The aims of the group are to promote community safety, reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and to improve the quality of life for Sandy residents.

The Council is requested to nominate one member to serve as Town Council representative on this group and one as substitute. 

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Aldis and Gale, both be appointed to represent the Town Council, although only one should attend each meeting. They should liaise to allocate the attendance of meetings between themselves.

(4)  Application for a Grant - Sandy Baptist Church

Sandy Baptist Church had applied for a grant to upgrade their facilities in accordance with the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and for refurbishment of their aging church hall.  The hall is used by many church and community groups.


RESOLVED:  (a) That in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 of the Local Government Act of 1972, the Town Council should make a grant of £1,000 to Sandy Baptist Church in connection with works to be undertaken in the church hall, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.


(b) That the Grant be funded from the Business Rates rebate received from Mid Beds DC.

(5)  Annual Audit 2003/2004

The date of the Annual Audit has now been fixed for 19th July 2004.  The Mayor is required to sign on behalf of all Members, the Statement of Assurance.

RESOLVED: That the Mayor be given authority to sign the Statement of Assurance as required by the External Auditor.  

(6)  Meeting with MBDC Re: Charters, Delegated Powers and Quality Councils – Friday 2nd July 2004 at 10.00am

The Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils have organised an exploratory meeting with MBDC to discuss Quality Councils and their roles.

One Member and one Officer from each Town Council in the Mid Beds area is invited to be present at the meeting at Ampthill on Friday 2nd July 2004 at 10.00am.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Gurney and the Deputy Clerk be requested to attend the meeting on 2nd July.

12.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (38/04)

(a) The Mayor welcomed Mrs M Baker, Mr J Pagliaro and Mr S MacQueen to the meeting and thanked them for preparing their presentation on the facilities and funding opportunities at Sunderland Road.

12.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (CONT)

Mr MacQueen, from the Football Association said that the Football Foundation would make a grant for the new building but it would be limited to 60% of the cost of drainage improvements on the playing fields and the changing facilities in the pavilion.  They would not fund any part of 
what he described as a social area.  Members took issue with this description, the "social" area
was envisaged as a combined area for video training, indoor sporting activities and a refreshment area for teams.

Members asked for guidance on further sources of funding but were told none were available apart from Shanks Landfill money for the drainage scheme.

(b) SEE PART II - EXEMPT MINUTES

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 8) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "IT MAY CONCERN THE AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE PROPOSED TO BE INCURRED BY THE AUTHORITY UNDER ANY PARTICULAR CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.

13.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (39/04)

There were none.

14.  PRESS RELEASE (40/04)

RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.

RESOLVED: That Standing Order A1 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council be suspended to enable the meeting continue beyond 10.30 pm.
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